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TALK STRAIGHT

Thie Warld OF Rural Queers

In big citles diserimination agalnst hamosemality and gay way

of life is not a biE isswe anymore. Gay mayors and ootball clut
assofiation presidents are na longer coleurful exceptions to the
rule, rather they hawve become an expreéssion of normality, In mral
areas, however, the defindiion af what ls normal is quite diffe-
rent. Ot here, narmal means a husband, wife and children “the
nuclear family™. In the couwntry, expressions such as "poofier”
are still common parlance and mothers ane ashamed il thelr sons
fadl to being home a girlfend.

Hartmut, Richard, Stefan and Uwe are all gay men wiho lve in
the country, They punciuate thedr nural existence with brief but
reguilar sajourns in Berlin, Zlkch or Thafland. These four men
have leamed to llve with the Fact, that their lifestye s met with
a volley of abuse from their hetesosenuad Irends and acguain-
tances in the church chodr and at the lacal pub,

jochen Hick's fikm provides an Insight into a Llagely unknown
warkd, The audience follows the lives of the protagonlsts wia the
comments of their helerosesial envirenment. Expressed in the
bocal diafect, the often comical and regular swpriskng comments
on homosexiality demonstrate just how desp the gulf |s between
what is supposedly normal and what compeises a deviation from
the norm. The film provides a bitterly comical porirait of a hetero-
sexual perspective on gay men in Germany's couniry [owns.
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GALERIA ALASKA PRODUCTIONS/HICK & HICK GBR
with the suppart of

Medien= und Filmgesellschalt Baden Witembeng
and Filmitrderung Hamburg,.

@ zooy Galeria Alaska Productions - All rights reserved

Founder, oamer and producer of GALERIA ALASKA PRODUCTIONS.
Film siudies at Hamburg, Academy of Fine Arts (degree in viseal
communications{fm], studies at University of Florence, Bologna
and Hamburg, Nuemerows credits in film and tv productions as AD,
BP, sound engineer and edilos, Screenwriter and joemalist for
vanipws t-stations. Some of lochen Hick's film titles as director
& screenwriter ane: Vi APPLA (1000), MENMANIACS (1995],

SEXS LIFE IN LA (199f) and HO ONE SLEEPS (2oo0a).

With Hartmut Alber, Stefan Braun, Uwe Furntwlngler,

Erika Micale, Richard and many mome

Documentary, Germany 2003;: 35mm, colour stereo, ratle 123,37
Theatrical and iv version: o minutes (3gmm and Digital Betacam)
Long version: 106 minules (Digital Betacam)

idditional versions available an request

German griginal versign: German language

English version: German langage with English subtitles

Teddy Award fos Best Docementarny
Berlin Inernational Film Festival 20073
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